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A five-minute
learning conversation

For primary teachers and teaching assistants. Use with one pupil and a recent piece of work.
Invite the pupil to talk, point, draw or demonstrate; record one useful next step.

1. What were you trying to learn?

Ask: What was the learning about? Show me where you tried it.
Pupil's explanation:

2. What can you do now?

Ask: Which part shows your learning? How did you work that out?
Evidence the pupil can explain or demonstrate:

3. What helped when it became tricky?

Ask: What did you try? Which prompt, example or resource helped?
Useful strategy to use again:

4. What will you try next?

Agree one small action. Ask: What would help you get started?
Next step: Support: Review date:

Try this: compare today's explanation with a later example of independent work. Use the conversation
alongside other classroom evidence when planning teaching.
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